
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Kind Regards 
Diane Bassett 
Principal 

TERM 4: FRIDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2017  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Term 4 is an exceptionally busy but productive and 
exciting term with many entertaining and celebratory 
events planned for the remaining weeks of term.  
 
Congratulations To Our Cheerleaders 
On Saturday 23rd. September, 11 of our students  
competed in the 2017 State Cheerleading Champion-
ships at the Melbourne Sporting and Aquatics Centre 
(MSAC). Our team, The Hume Valley Heroes,  
performed in the Special Abilities section, competing 
against 2 other school groups from across the state. 
After a magnificent performance we are proud to  
announce that our Hume Valley Heroes are the 2017 
State Champions!    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Camps 
Two camps conducted to date this term have been the 
VCAL Interstate Educational Tour to Queensland and 
the Blackwood Super Ride.  These annual camps were 
highly successful and greatly enjoyed by the   students 
and staff.  A big thank you to the staff who   organized 
and participated in these camps. This week we had 
two camps take place, a City Camp and a   Wilsons 
Promontory Hiking Camp.  
 

End of Year Concerts 
Our Junior/Primary End of Year Concert was held on 
Wednesday 15th November. Our concerts are an    ex-
cellent opportunity for our students to showcase their 
performing arts talents and to celebrate their achieve-
ments with their families.  
 
Term 4 Curriculum Day  
Our final Curriculum Day for 2017 will be held next 
Monday 20th November.  On this student free day all 
staff will participate in professional development  
sessions and workshops on the Child Safe Standards,  
including Mandatory Reporting and Respectful  
Relationships. A number of teachers and Education  
Support will undertake their Anaphylaxis training  
update and staff working in our Later Years programs 
will commence the Certificate 4 in Training and 
Assessment. 
 
 

 

SCHOOL REVIEW 
2017 is the year of our School Review.  
This review, involves the evaluation of our 
school progress against the goals and targets of 
our 2015 to 2018 Strategic Plan. 
 

The evaluation process conducted throughout 
Terms 2 and 3 provided an opportunity for 
school council, staff, parents and students to 
participate in workshops and surveys to reflect 
on the school’s achievements from 2015 and to 
identify the future focus for school improve-
ment. A big thank you to the parents and stu-
dents who took the opportunity to complete 
surveys and provide feedback. 
 
We have finalised our school self-evaluation  
document incorporating the feedback received . 
The outcomes of our self-evaluation and Review 
will inform the development of our new four 
year Strategic Plan for school improvement. 
An additional component of the 2017 Review                 
process was the completion of an audit and  
review of our Child Safe policies and practices. 
The new Child Safe Standards came into force 
for all Victorian schools from 1st August 2016 to 
build on the existing processes and  
commitment to student safety.   
 

Hume Valley School is committed to child safety. 
As a community we want children to be safe, 
happy and empowered. We support and respect 
all children, their parents, our staff and volun-
teers. We are committed to the safety, participa-
tion and empowerment of all children.  
There is zero tolerance of child abuse, and all  
allegations and safety concerns will be treated 
very seriously and consistently with our robust 
policies and procedures. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at our           
concerts. 



As Term 4 draws to a close,  
teachers and students alike in the 
Junior Sub School are finalising a 
range of elements for the end of 
the school year. Teachers are  
busily working on assessment and 
end of year reports as well as 
preparation for the school concert 
and the associated costumes and 
rehearsals.   
 
The other students have enjoyed 
an Independent Living Program 
which include planning and pre-
paring Healthy Snacks and which 
provided opportunities to walk up 
to the local shopping centre, pur-
chase fresh ingredients and come 
back to school and prepare and 
eat their snack.  
 
 We look forward to seeing       
parents at the up coming SSG 
meetings so that we can talk 
about and celebrate the    
Achievements of our students.  
 
Notes will come home over the 
next couple of weeks. 
 
Janice Castellas &Lisa Chamberlin 

The students loved going swimming and I asked the students what they 
liked about swimming 
 
Rayhan:“In swimming I swim and I like kicking in the water” 
 
Karwan: “I jumped in the swimming pool and I can swim, I like jumping in 
the water” 
 
Luca: “At swimming I jumped in the water on a mat and we had a noodle 
race” 
Cheslea: “I liked when we all went to the deep end” 
 
Mustapha: “Having a race” 
 
Jonathan: “I done balls” 
 
Yana: “Playing with the balls in the water” 
 
Phillip: “Playing with the noodles” 
 
Jacob: “Going under the water” 
 
Edward: “Doing backstroke” 
 
Blake: “Going under the water” 
 

 

 

This term has seen the students enjoy the benefits of an excellent 
swimming program at Flippers Sydenham. 
Over the last 5 weeks, many of the Junior students have been attend-
ing swimming lessons. During their time at swimming, they were learn-
ing how to open their eyes in the water and blow bubbles, kicking their 
legs in the water, floating on their backs, treading water in the deep 
end and they learnt how to be safe in the water around the beach and 
backyard pools. They also learnt about what numbers to call when 
there is an emergency ‘000’. 
 
Thank you to our staff plus the wonderful staff at Flippers who provide 
a great learning opportunity for our children each year.   

Juniors Newsletter 





Primary Sub - School 
Team

Sub School Leaders: Kristy Wood 
and Emma Dunlop 

 

Room 1 – Priya Alexander  

Room 2 – Stephanie Viavattene  

Room 3- Luke Palanechka   

Room 4 – Lisa Lenon  

Room 5 – Sandy Ayouz 

Term 3 is underway and the Primary students have certainly  
been busy! So far this term, students have enjoyed both in-
cursions and excursions at school.  Lessons on digging and 
planting in our wonderful garden; paying a visit to the local 
police station, library and shopping centre; mini golf; and a 
lesson on wormeries are just some of the exciting activities on 
offer to our students this term. 
 
This term’s Integrated Curriculum unit has a focus on energy.  
Topics range from wind energy to inventors so expect to hear 
some fun facts on energy in the coming weeks from our stu-
dents. 
 
As part of our Self Care unit this term both Junior and Primary 
students participated in an “Are you ok?” day. During this 
event parents and students took part in discussions and     
activities around what it means to be “safe” at home and at 
school. The morning was a great success all thanks to the tire-
less efforts of Tanya, Heather B, Julie and Dale. 
We still have a large amount of lost property in our section.  If 
your child is missing a jumper, jacket or lunch box please con-
tact the school and either speak to Emma or Kristy to claim 
your child’s property.  
Finally, just a friendly reminder that as we approach Summer, 
we need to encourage students to “Slip, slop, slap”!!  Please 
ensure your child packs a hat for play times. 
 
The Primary Team 
 

 

  

    Primary News 



Middles Newsletter 
Term 4 2017 

 Middles Sub School Leaders: Nikki McGar and Emma Lawless 
Middle Sub School Teachers: M1 - Don Stewart, M2 - Sera Yildiz, M3 - Catherine Mullen, M4 - Da-

vid Martin, M5 - Elzbieta Giebartowska, M6 - Lil Rubie, M7 - Hisako Hasegawa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middles Sub-School News 

Welcome to Term 4! It is pleasing to see students settle into their daily routines and begin working 
independently. This term is going to be super busy with many exciting projects, programs and events. 
Some important dates to remember are- 
  
Crazy Hair Day-Friday 17th November 
 
School Concert -Wednesday 22nd November 
 
Athletics Day- Friday 1st December 
 
Please remember to return your notes for these events if you haven’t done so already. 
 
  
 

 

 

 
The Literacy and Numeracy focus over the term will 
be to revise concepts learnt and engage in assessment 
tasks for end of year reporting. We have started look-
ing at life cycles and making books with the infor-
mation that we find.  
 
 
 
We are excited about going on our excursions to the 
zoo this term and can’t wait to visit all the animals. 

http://clipartix.com/reading-clip-art/


 
 
 
 

 

Room 1 – Nick / Cath 

Room 1 has been busily following their curiosity about the physical world and are hard at work in their Geogra-
phy lessons. Students joined forces with Room 4 and were able to list all the world’s continents and up to 80 
countries out of the 190 plus that exist. Room 1 then stretched their collaboration and joined Rooms 2 and 4 
to draw, using chalk, Australia and its states and cities and our solar system onto the giant wall outside. Next 
the students will be studying specific countries and presenting their findings to their peers and also exploring 
the surrounding neighbourhood! 
 

 

 

Room 2—Liz Waghorn 
 
We have had a great start to the final term of the year. Room 2 has already been on an excursion to Bounce 
and to visit our VCAL campus. We had an amazing time doing different activities on the trampolines. A few stu-
dents were brave and tried more thrill seeking feats such as jumping off ‘the Cliff’ or trying to climb a wall.  
Students also had the opportunity to see what our VCAL campus is like and meet some of the students and 
staff. Students had the chance to socialise and try out some of the entertainment there, including playing bas-
ketball, table tennis, and pool. We were given a brief informative rundown of how VCAL functions – students 
left excited. Some students left less nervous at the idea of transitioning next year. 
We have also begun looking at a new subject for this term – Geography. Students have been studying conti-
nents, countries, states, and cities. They have also been researching the different things that make up a coun-
try and its society. I look forward to seeing the culmination of this subject in the form of their final projects! 
Well done Room 2 on a successful start to Term 4. I’m excited for what the rest of the Term has in store for us! 
 

 

The Secondaries Unit has many exciting 
activities planned this term. We have stu-
dents involved in three camps, Year 10 
Graduation, Athletics Day, orientation days 
to VCAL, excursion to Bounce, travel train-
ing to the beach, various work placements, 
weekly Kangan TAFE and Textiles, Hume 
Global Learning Centre, boxing sessions, 
personal training, school concert and     
orientation week. 
 All relevant dates have been included for 
your diary.  
 
 
We also have our final SSG's for the year, 
which is a great opportunity to catch up 
with your child's class teacher to celebrate 
achievements and individual progress 
throughout the year. We know this is an 
extremely busy time so if you cannot make 
the interview afternoon, staff are more 
than happy to organise a telephone inter-
view.  
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14/11/17 – 16/11/17 
Melbourne Discovery Camp 
 
WEEK 7 
20/11/17 
Curriculum Day 
 
WEEK 8 
01/12/17 
HVS Athletics Day  

 
 WEEK 9 

04/12/17 
Student Support Group Meetings 
 
08/12/17 
Year 10 Graduation 
 
WEEK 10 
11/12/17 TO 15/12/17  
Orientation Week - 2018 



Secondary 3 – Natasa 

Great start to Term 4. In Literacy, we have been focusing on creative writing. Students have been viewing pic-

tures and using their imagination to create a story on a particular picture. In Numeracy, we have been intensive-

ly revising what we have learned throughout the year, as well as undertaking mathematical assessments online. 

We have also been looking at Geography this Term. Students have been looking at different countries and inves-

tigating different things that each country consists of. Upon completion, all researched information about a par-

ticular country will be presented in a form of a poster and displayed in the classroom.  

Last week, our class along with a few other secondary students attended Bounce and visited the VCAL campus. 

Students enjoyed engaging in different activities on the trampolines. Students also got to experience our VCAL 

Campus and see how the section is being run. After VCAL, we also went to the Hume Global Learning Centre and 

we engaged in various reading and computer activities. Overall, it has been a busy Term, and there is still more 

to look forward to. 

 

  Room 4 – Zach 

 

   

  Room 5 – Bahar 

 
Welcome back to Term 4! It has been a 
very busy start back in Room 4.  Everyone 
has been busy taking part in a range of pro-
grams such as café work, and various work 
placements as well as the Duke of Edin-
burgh program. We have also been busy in 
the classroom learning about the countries 
of the world in Geography as well as con-
tinuing our Literacy and Numeracy pro-
grams. Coming up we have an excursion to 
Bounce and VCAL as well as students 
attending City Camp and Wilsons Promon-
tory Hike Camp.  

Hume Valley School is now paperless every 
Friday. So we have been thinking of fun and 
educational things to do which do not involve 
paper. Last session of every Friday, students 
of Room 5 practise their money skills by par-
ticipating in a mock auction. Students have to 
make bids for toys, and the winners use play 
money to pay the auctioneer as well as work 
out the change they are going to receive. This 
game has become quite popular in our class-
room, and it is delightful to see an improve-
ment in students’ money skills. 
Books or academics is a good way to learn, 
but hands on learning allows students to 
have a practical understanding of concepts 
like time and money. 

Room  6—Kellie  

The start of the term has been extremely busy and students have been working very hard. This term has seen 
S6 have two pre service teachers, both who have now finished their placement. It has been a positive experi-
ence for all in S6 to experience change, different people and different ways of learning. Students have com-
menced attending different work placements have enjoyed participating in textiles and serving other people. 
Each student attending a work placement is learning how to sew, measure and cut, wash dishes using com-
mercial equipment and how to serve a client in a restaurant style setting. We are all looking forward to the 
upcoming excursion to Bounce and VCAL and are excited about beginning the student marketplace again.  



VCAL Queensland 

Camp 
The VCAL Queensland Camp could hardly 
be called a camp at all as we stayed in 
rooms in a high rise hotel in Surfers’ Para-
dise.  Twelve students and three staff head-
ed off on Monday morning 30th October 
with some trepidation and a lot of excite-
ment.  Buckled up and bags stowed, we 
flew to the Gold Coast and set up our rooms 
with our ‘flatmates’.   
Our first excursion was to SeaWorld.  Fas-
cination over-rode fear as we ventured on to 

the rollercoaster and hand fed manta rays.  The dolphin show was a wonderful highlight 
as was the jet ski display that wowed everyone.   
 
The following day we explored town, had a leisurely lunch and then cruised the Nerang 
River, viewing the sights, learning the history and viewing 
the holiday homes of the rich and famous. 
 
The best and craziest day, according to a few of our wildest 
rollercoaster riders and the rest of the team who were happy 
to stay at ground level, was the trip to Movie World – the 
rides, the stars – Batman, Wonder Woman, Scooby-Doo – 
the street theatre and the grand parade.  
 

The students met many challenges and grew in independence 

and self-confidence. They experienced new ways of travel, 
new places and different living arrangements.  All of them 

stepped up in different ways – some in leadership, others in 
setting up ‘home’, some in taking care of each other and all 
in forming positive relationships with their peers and staff. 

Above all, we had fun. Thank you to all who made this trip 
possible. 

 
 

Whole School Curriculum 
Monday  20th November 
 
 

 Year 11 SSG’s 
  Tuesday 28th November 
 
 
 

VCAL Year 12  
 Graduation Night 

     Tuesday 5th December 
 
 
 
          End of Term 4 
    Friday 22nd December 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Performing Arts 
Another year, another great performance!  All 

students worked extremely hard on their perfor-

mances to ensure all those who attended, left 

with a positive vibe.   

The Juniors and Primaries prepared a number of 

different items for their concert which included 

dances, songs and instrumental performances.  

An extra special effort was made with regards to 

the costumes which the students made them-

selves and were extremely proud of their 

achievements.  It also made for a most colourful 

performance.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

the teachers and aides for their ongoing help and 

support before and during the concert.  Also, a 

special thank you to the parents who attended.  

It is great to see you all come along to support 

your children who perform even better to im-

press you. 

 End of Year Art Show Term four has been busy, with students working on various art-

works and the preparation for the End of Year Art Show. 

Junior and Primary classes have been working on modelling and 

construction, learning about clay; how to prepare it and shape it 

into pinch pots. 

Middle and Secondary classes have been learning about threads 

and textiles, with Middles classes creating pom poms and cur-

rently working on a fabric collage of a landscape. Secondary clas-

ses have been designing and creating finger puppets. Students 

drew their design and have been using fabrics and various mate-

rials to create their finger puppet character.  

The Junior and Primary End of Year Art Show went on display on 

Wednesday 15th November with an artwork from all students 

showcasing the amazing work they have accomplished this year! 

Next Wednesday 22nd November, the Middle and Secondary End 

of Year Art Show will be on display, with an artwork from all stu-

dents who participated in Visual Arts this year. So please come 

along and have a look at the amazing work that will be on dis-

play.  



      

     PreCAL Program 

Second Chance Animal Rescue (SCAR) 
 
 
A fantastic beginning!  Three students from Secondary and VCAL sub schools started work placement at the Sec-
ond Chance Animal Rescue shelter in Campbellfield. Second Chance Animal Rescue (SCAR) is a pro-life shelter 
and foster care network. The shelter saves as many unwanted animals from death-row pounds and neglectful 
living situations as possible, giving animals a second chance at life with a mission to enrich the lives of compan-
ion animals, reducing overpopulation, increasing adoptions and engaging the hearts, hands and minds of the 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Shelter team comprises of animal care professionals, foster carers and volunteers who work tirelessly to 
educate the community about responsible pet ownership, and the work that SCAR does. All animals taken into 
care are vet checked, desexed, vaccinated and micro-chipped before being re-homed into loving families. SCAR 
is committed to facilitating the successful matching of families with their new best friend, making sure that they 
become a valued addition to their lives, for the rest of their lives. Second Chance Animal Shelter Rescue,  prides 
itself to be an outstanding animal welfare organisation in caring for homeless and unwanted dogs and cats and 
in enhancing the responsible ownership of these animals in the community. ‘We look forward to a society that 
no longer views adoptable companion animals as a disposable commodity and where all   companion animals 
have a loving home where they are treated with compassion 
     

 



Homework Club           


