
Term 3 Friday 20th September 2019  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Dear Parents and Carers, 

Term 3 has been a very busy term with many engaging 
programs and exciting events happening for students, 
parents and staff across the school.  
  
Some Term 3 program highlights included: 
NAIDOC week .. this is when Australians to come to-
gether to celebrate the history, culture and achieve-
ments of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 
Our NAIDOC event this year saw students and staff 
cook damper and make billy tea on a camp fire in our 
international food forest area. Students were also 
treated to some kangaroo and stories about Aboriginal 
culture by Kieran, our wonderful horticulture expert.  
 
Students and staff across the school celebrated Book 
Week, during the term, by dressing up as their favour-
ite book character, with the theme being Super Heroes. 
The activities enjoyed by all included parades for the 
students, to show everyone their wonderful costumes, 
story reading by some special guests and play and 
learning activities based on the favourite books of the 
students. A big thank you to all parents for providing 
amazing costumes for their sons and daughters. 
  
The Collingwood Children’s Farm invited our students 
to lead the first ever special school ‘Kids Teaching Kids’  
program at the farm. This national program aims to 
build the skills of future environmental leaders. Our 
students from M6 designed and delivered two 40 mi-
nute workshops for students from other schools.  Con-
gratulations to our students on their wonderful work-
shops.  

2019 VCAL PLAY 
A whole school highlight this term was the VCAL Play 
‘Not Filthy Your Honour’.  The performances of this play 
were an outstanding success and thoroughly enjoyed 
by the audiences of students and staff from our school, 
other local schools and families and friends.  The year 
long preparation for this production was a tribute to 
the incredible talents of the VCAL teachers and stu-
dents.  
 
I would like to wish all students, their families and our 
staff a safe and enjoyable time during the school holi-
days.  

Kind regards 
Diane Bassett 

  Principal  

FOOTY DAY 

Footy Day, held at the school on Thursday 12th Sep-
tember, saw students, parents and staff supporting 
their Footy Teams and dressing in their team colours.  

Fun activities included a parent morning tea, student, 
parent and staff football activities, the creation of a 
wonderful footy banner by SRC students and the grand 
parade of all students and staff in their respective foot-
ball colours and teams.   

 
Our Sustainable Health Team has continued its amazing 
work in developing and linking programs and initiatives 
e.g. horticulture programs, food production and prepa-
ration and the weekly Farmers Market. Recent projects 
include the painted mural path in the international food 
forest and design and construction of our new chicken 
shed and greenhouse by our students and staff.   

 Students and staff  constructing our chicken shed 



Happy Father’s Day to all the Hume Valley School fathers, carers, grandfathers, uncles, brothers and significant  
others.  This year we celebrated Father’s Day with fathers, brothers, step dads and uncles over 2 nights.  A tour of 
our vegie garden, potting tomato plants, a bbq and toasted marshmallows on the fire were enjoyed by all. 
The significance of you in our student’s lives enriches their experiences, ensures that they are protected and have 

someone safe to lean on, share a laugh and life experiences with and most importantly have a role model to learn 

from. 

Wellbeing 

FATHER’S DAY CELEBRATION 



 School Transport 

 
Coming into Term 4, it is a good time to remind everyone that the good behaviour we see in the classrooms 
and around the school is also expected on the buses.  
 
Students are expected:  
 Be at the bus on time  
 To use an inside voice.  
 Keep their hands to themselves  
 Follow the supervisors’ instructions 
 

 
 Parents/Carers are expected to :  
 Have their children at the bus stop 5 minutes prior to pick up time  
 Be at the bus stop at or before the end of day drop off time 
 Contact the school if there is a problem with drop-off/pick-up  
 Contact the school if you are concerned about behaviour on the bus. Co-ordinating hundreds of families 

and many buses is difficult. 
 

If a bus is delayed at one stop, it will impact everyone on that bus. If you would like to change your bus stop or 
pick up/drop-off times you will need to complete a form and we will work with the transport team to see if the 
change is possible. 
 

The bus route and stops are not chosen by the school. Changes are not always possible. Access to the school 
bus is a privilege we are lucky to have. 
 

We try to work with everyone to get the best possible outcome. 



Junior Sub-school 

J1-Sandy 
Term 3 has been a busy and productive time for J1. 
They have had a positive attitude to all that has 
come their way and they have tried their best in all 
areas of learning. During our maths sessions we 
have focused on various topics, such as subtracting 
one from a number, counting to 5, sorting day and 
night activities and organising short time and long 
time on the timer. We have also used a range of ICT 
during our literacy sessions, such as Reading Eggs, 
Sunshine online books, and singing ‘Ants in the ap-
ple’ for cued articulation for letters of the week.   

J2-Zoe 
A lot of exciting and fun things have been happen-

ing for J2 this term! We have started our visits to 

Collingwood Children’s Farm every Wednesday, all 

students have done a great job with the animals, 

showing a lot of responsibility in taking care of them 

by patting, feeding and cleaning their homes. In the 

classroom we have been enjoying learning our 

phonics song with a new letter and song each week!  

Thank you to all students and their families for  

making term 3 so much fun.  

J3-Emily 

The end of term is fast approaching and everyone in J3 is excited for the holi-

day break. In literacy we are practicing how to be good readers and are enjoy-

ing engaging with a range of different books. In maths, we are still working hard 

practicing addition and subtraction, telling the time through day and night and 

by using a clock and using money to pay for goods and services. Book Week 

was a huge success with everyone dressing up and participating in a parade and 

assembly. Diane, Janine and Ashlea were invited to join in the celebrations and 

students listened to them read the stories Pig the Grub and The Gruffalo.  

 J5-Fiona  
J5 have been continuing to learn about time in 

numeracy and revising other topics. Within lit-

eracy students have been enjoying the new 

Little Learners Love Literacy program. Students 

enjoyed our Book Week and having the oppor-

tunity to dress up. It was a great opportunity 

for students to enjoy books and understand the 

importance of books.  

J4 -Lyndall 
J4 have been very busy bees 

and term 3 has been an ac-

tion packed term.  We have 

been on an excursion to the 

Zoo. We had Book Week 

and enjoyed dressing up as 

our favourite superhero. We 

loved reading many stories 

and doing craft activities, 

some of our favourite sto-

ries were: Thelma the Uni-

corn, Pig the Pug, Brown 

Bear, Dear Zoo and Rainbow 

Fish. J4 are Awesome Learn-

ers 



 

J7-Lucy 

It’s hard to believe we only have a few weeks until the end 
of Term 3! Junior 7 students have enjoyed so many amazing 
experiences.  We just had our excursion to the Melbourne 
Zoo, we participated in Book Week celebrations with the 
students dressing up and engaging in literacy activities.  We 
especially loved Dianne and Janine coming in to the class-
rooms for Story Time, and Ashlea dressing up as the Gruffa-
lo. 
In literacy we have introduced Little Learners.  We have 
been focusing on a letter every week and have been doing a 
lot of activities to practice our writing.  We have been read-
ing a lot of books together.  Every morning we sit together 
and share a story and practice our reading skills and strate-
gies.  The students have really embraced this new program 
and are so enthusiastic about reading. 
In numeracy we have been working on Australian money.  
We have used the Coles Little Shops to pay for grocery 
items and this has supported our number knowledge.  We 
have also been learning o’clock times with individual clocks, 
and we have been focusing on morning, afternoon and 
evening activities.  We are linking this with personal experi-
ences and this has supported the students understanding of 
time.  Maths has been a lot of fun with a lot of hands on 
activities happening in the classroom. 
I wish all our families a safe term break and look forward to 

seeing you all in Term 4. 

J8-Stephanie 

The students of J8 have put a lot of effort in to their learning for the rest of the 

term. In maths this term we have focused on time by identifying which events oc-

cur in the morning afternoon and night. J8 also loved playing the coin matching 

game on the TV so much that now we have introduced note matching. In Literacy 

the students are getting into routine with their book boxes. When it is time for 

independent reading, students love picking their own books for their book boxes.  

Book Week was in week 6 and J8 loved dressing up as their favourite book charac-

ter. J8 also went to the zoo in week 6. We patted a small boa constrictor snake. 

Enjoy the upcoming school holidays J8! Look forward to seeing all of your amazing 

learning again in Term 4.  

J6-Simran 

As we near the end of Term 3, J6 have made 

great progress working as a team and sup-

porting each other in filling their jar up with 

kindness pom poms. As a reward for their 

efforts in respecting one another, they made 

fruit jelly!  

We had an amazing time celebrating our love 
of reading during Book Week. Some of us 
dressed up as our favourite superheroes, for 
the theme ‘reading is our superpower’. J6 
enjoyed listening to Diane and Janine read 
‘The Gruffalo” and ‘Pig the Pug’.  They have 
been self-selecting their own books to read in 
class, during independent reading time. J6 
went to the Zoo and they had such a great 
time seeing their favourite zoo animals. They 
were so brave when touching the snake. 
Good work J6! 



Primary Sub-School 

 
 

 

 

 
Primary 1 – Elyce 

Primary 1 has settled into our new classroom, displaying excellent resilience with the 

move, while thriving in our new learning space. Students have been participating in dis-

cussion around creating structures with building materials. They also have been work-

ing in small groups engaging in Literacy sessions such as guided reading, stretching out 

words, and identifying familiar sounds in words and different types of reading texts. 

During our Numeracy sessions we have been continuing our work on place value, addi-

tion, time and money.  Social skills sessions have involved students using their words to 

express themselves and identifying strategies that they can use to deal with difficult 

situations. 

This term we have celebrated Book Week, with the class engaging in reading sessions 
and joining in on the whole Primary section book parade. We were lucky enough to 
attend the Queen Victoria Market for an excursion which involved touring the market, 
checking out foods from different countries and learning about different meats and 
fish. The class displayed wonderful listening skills, stayed together and treated each 
other and the public with respect. On the afternoon of our excursion Mrs Wood re-
ceived a phone call from that Queen Victoria Market expressing what a great job we did 

Primary 2 - Holly 
In this newsletter article I would like to celebrate the pro-

gress of Primary 2 in regards to their maths knowledge. 

Every day we work on skills such as subsitising, number 

facts and skip counting, as it is through their growing confi-

dence in these areas that students can tackle more com-

plex maths concepts like addition, subtraction and telling 

the time. As you can see we use lots of ‘hands on’ re-

sources to support student learning to make it more engag-

The Primary group had a lovely send off for our fabulous Sub-School Leader Mrs. 
Wood last week. Each class expressed their gratitude for Mrs. Wood via a range 
of performances, speeches and gifts. We wish Mrs. Wood and her family all the 
best during this special time and are looking forward to her return.      

Primary students have all done a stellar job of settling into their new learning 
space. We’ve loved having the centre area for our weekly assemblies and have 
demonstrated our school values of “respect” and “responsibility” when gather-
ing as a whole group on these occasions.  

Last Thursday we had our whole school Footy Day and this week, the last week 
of term, we had our special Positive Behaviour Points excursion for the top 20 
students with the most points in the Primary section. It is wonderful to see stu-
dents making those excellent behaviour choices!                   

 
Priya and Irem  



  
 
 

 
Primary 4-Miss Fi 

 
P4 have had a wonderful fortnight. They have 
settled beautifully into their new room and have 
welcomed me as their new teacher. We had many 
students dress up for Book Week and they looked 
amazing! The photo shows class work titled "Books 
Light Up My World". Students spoke about the 
types of books they enjoy and wrote about them. 
Thank you to all parents for returning permission 
slips for our P4 excursion to the Queen Victoria 
Market. The students loved this excursion which 
they found very interesting.  

Primary 3-Cennet  

As the end of term is here, we see we have learnt 
so much along the way. During our science les-
sons, we have been discovering what the five 
senses are. P3 became scientists and were able 
to identify that we use our five senses every day 
without realising it. We have also been working 
hard through our literacy lessons. P3 have been 
focusing on imaginative and real life texts. As a 
class we have looked at images in texts to help us 
identify whether the text is real, or a story.  

 
 

Primary 5-Brigid  

Term 3 has flown by! P5 started with an excursion 
to the Queen Victoria Market. Our tour guide 

(Carmel) took us through all the different zones of 
the market and the students interacted with 

many of the different stall holders. We found it 
really interesting finding out the different times 

that some of the workers got out of bed to get to 
get work. The earliest was 1:30 am!!! We finished 

off our tour with a delicious hot jam doughnut. 
Yummo! 

P5 have successfully moved into our new class-

room. Whilst we were sad to say goodbye to our 

original room, we have settled in nicely to our 

new room, and have made it our own. We have 

also welcomed 2 new students into P5, Gabriel 

and Kalina. Gabriel and Kalina have settled in nice-

ly and have really embraced the P5 spirit. Wel-

come Gabriel and Kalina! Book Week was a great 

success. It was so wonderful to see all of the stu-

dents dress up as characters from their favourite 

books. Well done P5!  
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M4 - Jean Van Bourgondien, M5 - Sera Yildiz, M6 - Sophie O’Brien 

Middles Sub-School News  

 

Father’s Day Stall 

Preparation for our annual Father's Day stall is always an exciting time! Throughout the pre-
vious few weeks, students created advertising and were responsible for getting stock ready to 
sell to the public. Student staff members within the store worked hard throughout the week 
to help customers find the perfect present for their Dad. Everyone did such an amazing job 
and we would like to thank all the students and staff involved in the set-up of the stall.  

 
BOOK WEEK 

The Book Week dress up day was successful, with many staff and students participating in the 
parade with their costumes. Congratulations Melissa for winning the best-dressed staff award 
and Amelia for the best-dressed student award. 

 
HIGHLIGHTS THIS MONTH 

The highlights of the month have been the swimming program, meeting with parents at our 
recent Student Support Group meetings, attending the Salvation Army community luncheon 
and participating in the book week dress up day. 



Secondary Sub-School 

 
Everyone has settled in well to the new surroundings and a big thankyou to 
those who helped out with the move.  The students have a lot more space 
and are appreciating their own designated work area. 

Students have just completed their annual Travel Training session, which is 
a compulsory component of our Secondaries Program.  This is the first 
stage of the students becoming independent travellers during their later 
years at HVS.  The students all enjoyed this experience and the feedback I 
received was very encouraging. 

In the final three weeks of term we visited Kryal Castle near Ballarat.  The 
facilitators worked hard on devising a program for us that incorporated the 
curriculum (history) as well as giving the students a ‘hands on’, action 
packed learning experience. 

Rooms 1, 2, 4 and 6 have been busy working on our Market Place program 
which has seen many Anzac biscuits consumed by staff. Students were also 
eager to help Kieran with horticulture and Room 3 has been enjoying their 
Hume Global Learning Centre (HGLC) visit each Friday where they learn 
various aspects of different computer programs.  Some students have also 
been involved in swimming, Radio, equine therapy, Move It fitness, person-
al training, and the Melbourne Homeless Collective initiative. 

From everyone in Secondaries, we would like to wish all our families a love-
ly 2 week spring break and hope all our children get to experience some 
activities outdoors.  It would wonderful to hear lots of stories of going to 
the park, beach and family catch-ups for BBQ’s and the like. 
 

Laurel Britton 

MARKET PLACE     
PREPARATIONS 

 S1– Georgina 

Collaboration, inspiration and propagation; S1’s program 
has been all about working together and learning through 
doing. During our market program, S1 has been has been 
working with our local vegetable guru, Kieran, learning 
about the science behind propagation and the math be-
hind harvesting and growing plants. 

In the kitchen, Kai and Jo have been cooking up a storm with the local produce. Learning science through the 
mixing and cooking process, and maths through the weighing and cutting process.  
 
Back in the classroom Jas is enlightening our student’s by opening their eyes to the purpose of the marketing. 
Students are creating logos, branding and learning maths through the concepts of profit and expenditure.  
 
In the PBL program, S1 has joined up with Kai’s class, again. Along with Nick we are learning literacy, mathe-
matics, science and history by posing a challenging problem – if the world would end tomorrow, what inven-
tions would allow you to rebuild it? 

As a class, students are taking on roles and responsibilities creating a film, which they plan to show the school.  
 
As I said, it has been an interesting time.  



 

S3-Eva 
As we have been reading and studying news articles in S3, we read about an article that a doctor cleaned a 
young boys ear and removed earwax that was 2.5cm. As a class we spoke about how we can look after out per-
sonal hygiene.  As one of our tasks, we were able to research what is earwax and why do we have it in our ears.  

Here are some interesting facts we found.  
Earwax is made in the outer ear canal  – Ahmed 
Earwax is not actually wax, it is made up of dead cells, sweat and dirt – Zoe  
Do not use ear buds to clean your ears, it just pushes the earwax deeper in the ear – Jay 
Earwax keeps your ears from itching – Hayley 
Earwax can be brown , yellow or a dark black the older it gets – Daniel  
Too much earwax can sometimes cause blockage in the ear canal – Kono  
You can clean your ear with a wet wash cloth to wipe outside your ear.  
 

 FATHER’S DAY ACTIVITIES 

 
 S2-Kellie Giles  

What a term it has been!!! The lunch program, Melbourne Homeless Collective and the Market place have all 
contributed to our learning this term.  
“My favourite part of the lunch program is making the burgers.” 
“I like learning about how to help homeless people.”  
“I have learnt how to count change.”  
“I like travelling on the train.”  
We are all looking forward to next term, seeing the result of our hard work and seeing our learning journey 
continue in a positive way. 

S4 -Jas Singh 
It’s been such an exciting Term 3 in S4! We have moved into a 
beautiful, large new classroom. S4 students have shown maturity 
in getting used to the change. Our Market Enterprise program 
with S1 and S6 has been gaining momentum and our students 
have added their own creative ideas and art to the process by 
naming products, making labels and conducting some market 
research. For Literacy, we have been focusing on analysing arti-
cles and short documentaries. Students, read, watch, discuss and 
write about the facts they learn and their opinions on an issue. 
Towards the end of the Term, we are revised our math skills and 
tested our goals. The students in S4 have been working hard and 
I am very proud of them! 

S5-Kai 
Throughout Term 3, S6 has partnered up with S1 to   
complete the first run through of our new program,  
Project Based Learning. Through this program we are 
striving to discover the importance of inventions and to 
explore a number of the major scientific discoveries 
made by man. The students are working hard to        
complete our movie, tackling script writing, set creation, 
character development and editing. Set in a post-
apocalyptic world, our stars have to overcome a number 
of challenges and catastrophic events with the help of a 
time machine and a number of inventors and their      
inventions. There’s going to be laughs, suspense and 
action. Get ready everyone. 

S5- Bahar 
A few weeks ago the students of room 5 had the      
opportunity to go on a travel training excursion to the 
Westfield Shopping Centre. We had to take three 
forms of public transport to get to our destination. We 
walked to the train station, took a train from        
Broadmeadows to Moonee Ponds, a bus from     
Moonee Ponds to Keilor Road, and finally a tram to 
Airport West. Travel training offers young people a set 
of essential skills to enable them to travel inde-
pendently. It promotes independence, increases     
confidence, improves social skills and opens up routes 
to further education, employment and leisure. 



Pre-CAL 

Hello everyone, my name is Gorgina. I’m a student at PreCAL. Today I will be talking about PreCAL and the     
programs that I do. I really like PreCAL, I like the teachers and how they respond to me and help me to achieve 

my future goals and teach me how to get a job in the near future. I participate in a range of Volunteer work 
placements to attain experience in areas such as hospitality, animal studies, café operations, retail, warehousing 
and horticulture. I really enjoy Hair, Beauty and Fashion because I learn more about beauty. In Hair, Beauty and 

Fashion we get to learn about colours and how to mix colours together.  
Gorgina H 

Gorgina getting her makeup done at Richmond TAFE for Hair, Fashion, and Beauty. 



VCAL   

 

VCAL Production –  
“Not Filthy  
Your Honour” 
 
We are fast approaching the conclusion of 
the term and what an exciting and action 
packed term it has been! Both the perfor-
mance and production of our most ambi-
tious project ever –  
 
“Not Filthy Your Honour”  
theatre event of the decade! 
 
Thank you to all the parents who came to 
support our hard working and talented 
VCAL students. 



Certificate II in Sport and Recreation … First Aid Success! 
Our Certificate II in Sport and Recreation students have been working very long hours, above and beyond      
normal class times, to complete three First Aid qualifications. 
 

The entire class were successful in completing - Provide Emergency Life Support, Provide Cardiopulmonary Re-

suscitation and Provide First Aid. The course was very comprehensive, with students practicing practical skills 

on their willing classmates and resuscitation dummies. Congratulations on completing these demanding quali-

fications! We all feel much safer with so many qualified first aiders on hand! 



STEM Woodwork 

Dance 

Primary, Middles and Secondary  

students continue to flex their crea-

tive skills crafting, constructing and 

painting their picture frames. Once 

students have completed their 

frame they search online for an im-

age that they like and it is printed 

and mounted to the frame. Below 

are some examples from the Secondary Woodwork 

group. 

 

Students continue to travel the Solar System 
exploring the planets that are our neighbours. 
The students’ construction of their own space 
objects is are well under way and nearing 
completion. Using paper mache the students 
from Primaries, Middles and Secondaries 
have built up layers on a balloon and will now 
paint the spheres as a planet, asteroid or 
whatever space object they wish to recreate!  

Fact - In 2024 a NASA space probe with travel 

close to the Sun at a speed of 692,000 km/h!!! 

In Term 3 Dance, Drama and Hip Hop, all students are working with safe dance practices to explore how 
the body moves, whilst working on dances to be performed as part of the end of year concert. Hop Little 
Bunnies, in our Juniors area, is particular favourite at the moment.  

We are also lucky enough to have a Hip Hop program as one of our Community Connections programs.  
Students are working with Jeff and Amy on safe practices with a microphone, creating stories using music 
and of course, dancing!  Having our Hip Hop classes in the Dance and Drama room also means that stu-
dents have access to a range of prop and costume pieces. 

We also had a classroom change in week five, which has been exciting for the Dance/Drama room.  Amy 
has had some great help from all students in helping to create the “Under the Stars” themed classroom. 

Amy 



Community Notice 
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