
Term 4  Monday 18th November 2019  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Dear Parents, and Carers 

As Term 4 draws to a close we have a very busy sched-
ule of special events, including graduations and award 
ceremonies, to report on and celebrate student effort 
and achievement throughout the 2019 school year.   

 

NOVEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Wednesday 20th — Middle/Secondary concert 

Monday 25th —Secondaries SSGs 

Tuesday 26th —Juniors & Primaries SSGs 

Wednesday 27th — PreCAL SSGs 

Thursday 28th — Middles SSGs 

Wed 27th & Thurs 28th — Year 11 SSGs 

Wed 27th to Friday 29th  — Primary Blackwood Camp 
 

DECEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Monday 2nd — Student Awards Assembly 

Tuesday 3rd —VCAL Graduation @ Melrose Receptions 

Thursday 5th — Variety Club Christmas Party  

Thursday 5th — Pre-CAL Graduation 

Thursday 12th — HVS Art Show  4-6.30pm 

Friday 13th — Curriculum Day (no school for students) 

Wednesday 18th—KABOOM end of year celebration 

day for students 
 

TERM 4 CURRICULUM DAY. 
Our final Curriculum Day for 2019 will be held on Friday 
13th December.  On this student free day all teachers 
will participate in curriculum and program planning 
meetings for 2020. Education support staff will          
undertake a range of professional development activi-
ties  related to their support roles.  
 

TERM 4 CAMPS 
Two camps conducted to date this term have been the 
VCAL Interstate Educational Tour to Queensland and 
the Blackwood Super Bike Ride.  These annual camps 
were highly successful and greatly enjoyed by the     
students and staff.  A big thank you to the staff who 
organized and participated in these camps.  

Primary Blackwood Camp 
10 Primary students will participate in our final camp 
for this year at Blackwood from Wednesday 27th to 
Friday 29th November.  
 

Kind regards 
Diane Bassett 

  Principal  

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
We held another very successful Athletics Carnival at 
Sprint Athletic Centre in  Craigieburn. 
The facilities are new and despite a bit of wind, the 
weather was kind to us. 
The students participated very well, and I would like to     
congratulate them on their outstanding sportsmanship 
that was demonstrated throughout the day. 
I would also like to thank Gabby, Matt, Sam and all the 
staff who made sure that the event was a huge success. 

 



Junior Sub-School 

J1-Sandy 
What a fantastic return J1 students have made coming 
into the last term of the school year. It has only been a few 
weeks into the term and we have already done so much. 
They have remembered what we had covered throughout 
the year for literacy, numeracy and social skills, and have 
been superstars in presenting their knowledge during 
testing. J1 students have also had the opportunity to  
demonstrate all their skills learnt in PE and showcased 
their amazing sports talent at the Athletics Day. They all 
did a fantastic job at showing their sportsmanship;     
cheering each other on, patiently waiting their turn and 
trying their best at each station.  

J2-Zoe 

J2 has had a wonderful term four so far! It has been packed with lots of fun and  exciting 

learning. We went to the cinema and out for lunch to La Porchetta, where all students 

had a great time experiencing the movie, ordering their lunch and sitting at a restaurant 

with their friends. J2 has been enjoying learning about money in maths by matching coins 

and purchasing pretend food with toy money. Our teamwork in J2 has been fantastic to 

see, everyone is getting along in both the classroom and during  outside play! All students 

are playing games where they share and take turns, such as hot potato, building lego, doll 

house, and the Penguin dance.  

J3-Emily 

Welcome to a sunny and eventful term 4. We kicked off 

the term with Athletics Day where students participated in 

a variety of sporting events, all earning themselves ribbons 

and a great sense of pride. J3 had a very exciting time on 

our excursion to the cinemas where we saw the movie 

Abominable, had a delicious lunch at La Porchetta and a 

fun afternoon at the playground.  In the classroom, we 

have celebrated Halloween with some messy fun, making 

our own ghosts and skeletons. In literacy we have been 

reading Milo’s Birthday Surprise and engaging in a variety 

of letter of the week activities. In math, students have 

been subitising and adding and subtracting with dots by 

playing bingo and dice games. Teachers are currently pre-

paring student reports and students are all excitedly antici-

pating the upcoming holiday season.  

J4 -Lyndall 
What a wonderful start to term 4 with the   

weather finally warming up for our weekly farm 

visit. The students have been feeding the goats 

and sheep, caring for guinea pigs and helping out 

with odd jobs, what an amazing experience it has 

been learning how to care for animals.  We have 

also been reading lots of wonderful books such as 

The Hungry Caterpillar, Room on a Broom and 

Run   Elephant Run. We have also been making a 

book about our excursions to the Farm. We also 

have a small library in our room, and everyone 

loves choosing books to read and being read to –

J4 are amazing little reading bugs. 



J5-Fiona  
J5, have been very busy in literacy and  in numera-

cy.  Students have been learning to add, and they 

have found this very enjoyable. Students have also 

been learning about words with the same rhyme. 

At the end of last term students had the opportuni-

ty to go to the Melbourne Zoo. Students had an 

enjoyable time learning about living things.  

J6-Simran 

J6 have come back to the last term of school excited 

and ready to demonstrate their learning. We have en-

gaged in many fun activities in Literacy, Math and Per-

sonal Social Learning. In Literacy we have listened to 

stories such as ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ and ex-

plored the characters in the story. We have demon-

strated our independence in Math activities by sorting 

and adding coins, play shopping and singing number 

songs. We enjoyed Athletics Day, dressing up in our 

house colours and participating in all of the events. J6 

especially loved the parachute! We have also show-

cased teamwork by working collaboratively with each 

other when playing games such as ‘Monkey Tree’ and 

‘Pop the Pig’. We are excited for the rest of the school 

year.  

J7-Lucy Wings 
Once again it has been a busy start to Term 4.   
In mathematics we have been focusing on money, 
time and number. The students enjoy playing     
supermarket and toy shop games where they have 
to choose the correct coins to pay for items. We 
have also been talking about morning, afternoon 
and evening activities and the students have been 
reflecting on their own experiences to explain 
when we brush our teeth, eat dinner, go to school 
and go to bed.  It has been a great opportunity for 
the students to practice their speaking and listen-
ing skills. We continue to work on our counting 
every day. It has been wonderful to see the stu-
dents’ progress and the development of their    
number skills. 
The students have also been busy practicing their 

concert song and dance.  We hope to see you in 

the audience and share this experience with your 

children. 

J8-Stephanie 
The students of J8 have had a great start to the term! J8 

students have been working hard in maths identifying the 

minute hand on the clock and using the term o’clock. In 

Literacy we have been using our book boxes and choosing 

books from our classroom library. During silent reading we 

sit and read our books, turning the pages and looking at 

the pictures to see what the story is about. We have been 

practicing our letter sounds and actions for letters M, S, F, 

A, P, T, C & I. The students know the letter sounds and 

words associated with these letters. The juniors attended 

Athletics Carnival on the 18th of October. They han fun do-

ing all of the activities such as shot put, javelin, long jump 

and 100 metre print. Well done to all of the students for 

their participation on Athletics Day. Keep up the great 

work J8.  



Primary Sub-School 

Primary News 
A busy start to Term 4. Some of the Primaries 
have been enhancing their swimming skills by 
attending the Primary swimming program at 
Flippers on Fridays. This Friday we have an 
extra special incursion with Melbourne     
Victory Clinic running a soccer skills program 
with our students. Time for a number of our 
students to show off their skills! 
 All students have been doing an excellent 
job in our weekly assemblies where we share 
Primary news and receive certificates for our 
school values Respect, Responsibility and  
Resilience. Today we said good-bye to    
Phoebe our Occupational Therapist who is 
leaving on maternity leave. We look forward 
to meeting our new OT who will be joining us 
in a month’s time. We also look forward to 
having Phoebe back when she returns next 
year. 
 Priya and Irem 

Primary 1-Elyce 
Primaries 1 have displayed wonderful resilience, responsibility 

and respect this term. Over the first four weeks of term the 

students have been working hard as a team, communicating in 

group games, shared reading tasks and hands on numeracy 

activities. We have used outside as a fun way to learn about 

our five senses with students working together to trace out 

their bodies and match the body part to the sense. This term 

we had our Athletics Day, where every student tried their very 

best, had fun, celebrated and encouraged their peers. We are 

looking forward to our future activities this term. 

Primary 2-Holly 
It has been a wonderful few weeks in P2.  As part of their Personal Learning we have all 
created self-care plans. It is important for the students to know and accept that         
challenges are a part of life and we have been talking about the skills or supports we 
can use to help us through those tough time. As you can see the students chose 3   
different things that can help them, for when they are feeling sad or angry. These will be 
displayed in the classroom for the students to reference when needed. It has been great 
to see the students using these self-care plans and putting them into action  

Primary 3-Cennet 
Every Tuesday of this Term P3 have been going to the Collingwood Children’s Farm. P3 are 
so lucky to experience all the fun and exciting jobs that we get to do at the farm. Some of 
our jobs include: cleaning out the water tanks so that the animals can have fresh water, 
feeding the animals and most importantly making sure the animals are happy and feel safe.    

.Primary 5-Brigid 
P5 has had a great start to 
Term 4. Throughout Numera-
cy we have had a strong focus 
on telling the time. Students 
are using different resources 
to aid their learning about the 
different parts of the clock, 
while enhancing their abilities 
to tell the time without using 
a phone! 
Keep up the great work P5! 

Primary 4-Natasa 
P4 have been listening re-
spectfully to some amazing 
class presentations. Students 
have presented on topics that 
interest them. We have had 
presentations on the Bathurst 
1000, Domestic Cats, Fish and 
Dogs to name a few.              
All  students spoke clearly and 
did a great job.  



Middles Newsletter 
Term  4 November 2019 

 

Middles Sub School Leaders: Nikki McGar and Evan Campbell 
Middle Sub School Teachers: M1 - Lisa Lenon, M2 - Lil Rubie, M3 - Jodie Thomson,  

M4 - Jean Van Bourgondien, M5 - Sera Yildiz, M6 - Sophie O’Brien 

Scienceworks Excursion 

In theme with our science topic for this term, “Seasons”, we have had the opportunity to visit Scienceworks 
and watch the movie “Tilt” in the planetarium. The movie explores the seasons and how they change and why 
they look different in different countries. Currently, students are designing and constructing a diorama of their 
favourite season. The movie gave us great ideas we can use to add extra features to our project. We will also 
explore all the interactive exhibits such as designing futuristic cars and caring for the environment.  

Athletics Day 

On Friday 18th October, Hume Valley students participated in our school Athletics Carnival. The weather was 
fantastic and everyone joined in with great effort and excitement!  Congratulations to all students and those 
who placed in the top three and received ribbons in various events. Thank you to all staff for their involvement 
and supporting students with their activities throughout the day.  



Secondary Sub-School 

 

           Secondary News 
 

There is lots happening in Secondaries at the moment and the students are  
really enjoying getting outside in the beautiful warm weather.  

  
I would just like to remind parents that all Secondary students are expected to 
attend excursions throughout the course of the year.  These excursions have 

been carefully planned to meet certain curriculum goals and to begin the      
students’ preparation for PreCal (Year 10).  It is therefore an expectation and 

compulsory requirement for students to attend all components of their         
program.  As the class teacher attends each  excursion with the whole class, 
there is no capacity for children to simply stay back at school. If anybody has 

any questions about our Secondary excursion program at Hume Valley School, 
please feel free to contact me via the office.  Thank you for your support with 

this very important component of our Secondary program. 
 

Laurel Britten 

 S1-Georgina 

Time seems to be rushing by, as it always does when you are having fun. 

Here in S1, we are HAVING FUN! 
  
Term 4 has been jam-packed with activities, events, and learning. 
We started off the term with a BANG! In Week 2 S1&4 had an excursion to GO CLIMB. We scaled obstacles, 
abseiled down walls, precariously balanced and hung from the rope course. 
In Week 4, S1 participated in the annual Athletics Day. We had a HOOT throwing discus, piffing the shot put, 
speeding down the racetrack, tugging at the tug-of-war rope, and flying through the air in the long jump. In the 
end, it was Green’s day. Well done, Green. 
When not learning money and fractions in mathematics or how people form different opinions within literacy, 
we have been learning about marketing in the Hume Valley’s Market Garden Program. In marketing, S1 had to 
change some features of well-known logos and explain their choices to the class. We have also been designing 
a banner for the market program. Discussing what makes an effective banner, what information needs to be 
included and creating possible design mock-ups. 
Yeah, it has been a FUN, CREATIVE and CHALLENGING term! 
  
 



 

 
 
Don’t drink sugary drinks and caffeine before going to bed – Jay 
 
Try going to sleep around the same time – Hayley  
 
Take a relaxing bath or shower – Daniel 
 
Put your phone on silent or do not disturb mode – Ahmed 

S3-Eva Owoo 

S3 read some interesting articles as to why young people need sleep. As a class students were able to share how 
many hours of sleep they were getting on a school night. The hours of sleep ranged from 6-10 hours.  Students 
also shared that when they were on school holidays and weekends most of them stayed up late and woke up  
later during the day. Research shows that teens need between 8 to 10 hours of sleep . 

Here are some tips  

S2-Kellie Giles  

What a busy term it has been. Students really enjoyed travelling into the city and visiting Melbourne Central. 
Students travelled on a train to Melbourne Central and learnt about the importance of escalator safety and    
etiquette as well as how to walk amongst a crowd. A highlight for many of the students was being able to order 
their own lunch. Students have continued to work with the Melbourne Homeless Collective and a currently in 
the process of filling over 1000 personal hygiene boxes for those experiencing homelessness. We have also 
had great fun participating in the Farmers Market, learning how to sell items and serve customers.  

S4 -Jas Singh 

It’s been such a great Term in S4! It’s been a very 
busy time for us all, with a few of our students    
moving up to Pre Cal and plenty of assessment and      
culmination of the year’s learning. S4 students have 
come far this year and can be proud of the effort 
they have put into their study and gaining new expe-
riences. Our literacy program has focused on       
consolidating the core skills learnt through the year 
and studying persuasive writing. We are going to 
have a Secondary Debate before the end of term.  
 
For Numeracy, we have been focusing on practical 
money, maths and mental calculation of change for 
when we go to the shops. This term we continue our 
Market Enterprise program with S1 and S6, where 
we engage in cooking, gardening and creating hand-
made goods for our weekly Hume Valley Farmer’s 
Market. As our    students get older and more inde-
pendent, we have started travel training with an 
excursion to the city. Such a great term so far! 
 
Jas Singh  

 
S6-Kai Murray 

This term S6 went on an excursion to GO CLIMB! 
We had an amazing time scaling all their climbing 
walls, each one harder than the next. Everyone did 
a fantastic job of overcoming their fears and push-
ing their abilities to the limit. After we tackled the 
walls we had a chance to throw ourselves into the 
Ninja warrior course. We swung our way through 
the hoops, jumped from platform to platform and 
struggled our way across the balance beams before 
finally facing the warped wall. It was great to see 
everyone give it their all and push themselves be-
yond what they thought they could do, WELL DONE 
S6!!  



Pre-CAL 

Over the first five weeks of Term 4 the Secondary students have been transitioning to PreCAL with the support of 

their assigned mentors. The secondary students have had the opportunity to take part in group and personal    

fitness training at SPLASH Craigieburn, decoupage as well as cooking classes. These have been great experiences 

for the PreCAL students being able to show the Secondaries what they have to look forward to as well as to 

demonstrate the leadership skills they have developed. Hopefully it has also given the Secondary students a 

small taste of the exciting programs to look forward to next year. 

Sam  



VCAL   



    Horticulture Team  
The keyword for the Horticulture program this year is “Busy!” We started the year with a new 

trainer and an entirely new vision for the Horticulture program. Kieran is our own Hume Valley 

School Garden Guru. He designed and constructed the Veggie garden and Food Forest and has a 

vast wealth of experience in the horticulture and food growing industries. We started the year with 

the unit - Workplace Health and Safety Processes. We learned about the importance of  Personal 

Protective Equipment or PPE. We learned why it is important to wear safety boots, gloves, and   

other job specific PPE items such as hearing and eye protection to keep ourselves healthy and safe. 

Our skills in this area were on display when we safely and carefully mulched a vast quantity of 

gumtree offcuts from the Collingwood Children’s Farm using the mechanical wood chipper. We 

worked hard on improving the garden at the VCAL campus and installed a low volume irrigation 

system as part of the unit of the same name. To install the irrigation system, we dug trenches,      

relocated plants, and staked down the new irrigation piping. The cutting and linking of the piping 

was a valuable new skill and we even replaced the tap, installing a splitter and filter which re-

quired the students to dig under the retaining wall to hide the workings neatly away. The next step 

was planting a large number of native plants that Hume City Council donated using the trailer to 

collect the plants and transport them as an excursion activity. We introduced a layer of mulch after 

planting and learned about the importance of mulching to conserve water while keeping plants 

thriving. At the Koroit Ave. campus, we constructed a greenhouse, following the directions and put-

ting the parts together like a massive Lego set. We filled it with propagated plants during the units 

Undertake Propagation Activities and Care for Nursery Plants. We have had such a great year of  

engaging hands on learning and the group are proud of their achievements! This would have to be 

one of the hardest and most dedicated  working groups ever! 



Community Connections 

 
It’s wonderful to see so many students excited by programs offered by Community Connections. At the 
end of term three, students raced to write their names on the ‘Expressions of Interest’ posters up in each 
sub-school, eager to sign up for term fours programs. Student voice is an important part of Community 
Connections and we listen to your feedback!  
Term four has so far seen our students explore greater Melbourne by participating in programs such as 
SYN Community Radio in their brand new city studios, personal-training in Coburg and Equine therapy at 
Candlebark School in Romsey. Building sustainable connections with our local community has been a big 
focus for 2019. Skateboarding, tennis, soccer and mural painting for street Art are all running in            
partnership with Broadmeadows Leisure and Aquatic Centre in term four.  
J4, P3 and M3 have been bringing their energy to Collingwood Children’s Farm every week and that    
learning  is being explored in the classroom with their teacher’s support. Thanks for your enthusiasm and 
energy Community Connections students.  
Keep up the amazing work and the commitment to your programs for the rest of the term.  
 
Tracey Doolan  

Street Art  
The wonderful street Art crew are this 
term preparing to create a mural for 
Broadmeadows leisure and Aquatic 

centre. The students have visited the 
leisure centre and held a client 

meeting with the coordinator to find 
all about the project. The mural will be 
based on all of the sports that the lei-

sure Centre offers including swimming, 
basketball and tennis. The students 

have been brainstorming ideas, 
sketching and practicing their spray 

paint skills in preparation. How lucky 
are they to get to paint a mural in a 

public space?  



Radio 

Music 

 
This semester Junior students explored different rhythms and melodies on 
various instruments such as bongos and shakers. The students listened to 
and replicated basic music elements, such as playing loudly, quietly, quickly 
or slowly when using musical instruments. Primary students played         
ostinato using four letters and different rhythms e.g. playing ta ta titi ta on 
the xylophone. They improvised using six minor scale notes and               
experimented with mouth music, created and performed a sound story   
using the sounds of wind, rain, and thunder. 

 
Middle students explored the musical element of rhythm by improvising, composing and performing. During 
the musical quiz students could recognise a one count rest in a combination of notes. They created and        
performed two rap lines with the group and played a four note turnaround on the keyboard, during the songs 
“Putting It Out There” and “Boom Chika Boom”. 
Secondary students explored form and timbre in music. They composed an ABC form musical tune and        
performed it to the class. Students had fun creating a sound story using tuned instruments and body             
percussion and performed it to the class. 

   All students are looking forward to the end of year concert where they will perform their skills and talents 
 
    Natasha Rakhlin 
 

 

 

This semester Middles and Secondaries have enjoyed venturing into the city to go on air for SYN 90.7. The trip 

offers great experience in travelling on public transport, and being on air bolsters the student’s confidence in 

speaking and reading. Having an ongoing group over the term allowed some students to create recurring seg-

ments that they could really show their passion for. Adam Ayoubi took the opportunity to demonstrate his 

deep knowledge of history in his “This Day In History” segment and Blair Cowen shared his experience with 

Dungeons and Dragons with the audience. His “DnD Quick Builds” provided great information for beginner 

players and is firm favourite amongst some of the SYN staff. Others took a more personal approach to their 

segments, reviewing films, games and TV shows and sharing their thoughts on WWE wrestling matches and 

AFL games. Every week is an enjoyable and valuable experience for the students and staff alike.  

Jason Darling 



Dance 

 

Term four in the Visual Arts room is still buzzing with many       

projects underway. Juniors and Primaries are working on ceramic 

projects, cutting shapes and making chickens for the school’s new 

chicken coop. Middles and Secondaries have been working hard 

on some amazing printmaking projects, creating collagraph 

printing plates of food characters and cutting stencils for a short 

story.  

The art room also purchased a very exciting piece of equipment 

that some classes have already had some fun using. A pottery 

wheel! The students who have had a turn of the pottery wheel 

have loved the feeling of the slimy clay and watching a form     

creating in their hands.    

Larnaye Smith 

Visual Arts 

In Term 4 Dance and Drama, we have been working hard on getting our performances ready 
for the end of year concerts, as well as finding time to play games, have fun and work       
together to practise our school values of respect, responsibility and resilience.  
Our Juniors have developed great confidence in Dance and Drama this year.  It is lovely to 
see so many of them engaging, smiling and participating each week when we play games 
such as Musical Statues and do dances such as the: Penguin Dance and Hop Little Bunnies 
(two dances you will see at this year’s concert). 
 

Primaries have been enjoying playing Andy’s Coming (a game we made up together) and Kids on Stage            
(a game inspired by the popular game: Charades).  I often have Primary students approach me in the yard to 
ask “do we have you today?” and “how many sleeps until drama?” which goes to show you how much they 
have been enjoying their time in the Dance and Drama room this year. 
 
Our Middles students have been rehearsing a dance sequence to the song A Sky Full of Stars (by Coldplay) and 
are really excited to perform this at their concert.  Dance and Drama has been an elective subject for Middles 
students since Term 2 of this year and it has been fantastic to see how many students have chosen to step out 
of their comfort zone and try these new subjects. They have truly shown great resilience in their learning this 
year and I am super proud of each and every one of them!  
 

Last, but not least, our Secondaries Dance students have been rehearsing a cheerleading dance routine to the 

song: Rock This Party (Everybody Dance Now) whilst our Drama students have been improvising their own 

short scene about a group of people on an aeroplane.  Similar to our Middles students, Dance and Drama has 

been an elective subject for Secondaries students since Term 2, and I am so proud of all of the students who 

have shown respect, responsibility and resilience in their learning in both subject areas.  Some of these amaz-

ing students have even given up their “golden time” to attend class which is a true indication of how much 

they are enjoying their learning.  They are all very much looking forward to performing at the end of year   

concert this year. 

Amy Clarke 



Athletics Day 

     Physical Education 

We had a great start to the term with everyone practicing their athletics day events in preparation for the big 

day. Now that’s finished, all sections have been participating in a tennis unit. Juniors have been lucky enough to 

have tennis coaches in to teach them thanks to Sporting Schools Funding. Students have been showing great 

progress with their skills and we’re looking forward to getting into some longer rallies and games in the next few 

weeks. 

 Gabby Storer 

 

Well done to everyone who came along for Athletics Day on Friday the 18th of October. It was so great to see   

everyone wearing their blue, red, green and yellow house colours and participating in all the events. Students 

should be so proud of their efforts for participating and well done to all who received a place ribbon.   

At the end of the day GREEN HOUSE finished in first place with the most amount of points! 

Gabby Storer 



Community Notice 


